HFE: Future of Healthcare in Europe exhibition at the European Parliament

Under the patronage of MEP Elizabeth
Lynne, Health First Europe (HFE) has concluded an exhibition at the premises of the
European Parliament. Held between 5-9
January 2009, the exhibition had the aim of
rising awareness on the future of health in
Europe.
On 7 January 2009, MEP Elizabeth Lynne
officially opened the exhibition with a short
speech. MEP Lynne, who is Vice-President
of the Employment and Social Affairs Committee and Co-Chair of MEPs against Cancer,
said during the opening statement that “Health First Europe is a hugely important organisation
doing good work in helping represent the opinions and needs of patients, healthcare professionals and
medical academics and experts from across the European Union”.
The key themes of the exhibition were the
general weaknesses in European healthcare systems which need to be rethought
in order to meet current and future health
challenges. For example, equitable access
of patients to modern, innovative and
reliable medical technology and the development of new and flexible modes of
healthcare delivery to benefit both patients and healthcare providers. A final
essential topic was that of "Health equals
wealth": health is a productive economic
factor in terms of employment, innovation and economic growth.
To illustrate these topics some of the HFE members contributed demonstration material
about their specific area. The International Alliance of Patients Organisation (IAPO) exhibited a toolkit for patients, the European Federation of Nurses Associations (EFN) and
the European Federation of Public Service Employees Union (EUROFEDOP) exhibited
publications and posters of their work, and Eucomed displayed information brochures.
The Exhibition was attended by MEPs such as Marian Harkin (Ireland, ALDE), Alojz
Peterle (Slovenia, EPP-ED), Mieczyslaw Janowski (Poland, UEN), Witold Tomczak
(Poland, ID Group) and Cristina Gutiérrez-Cortines (Spain, EPP-ED) as well as by MEP
assistants, European Parliament officials and visitors to the Parliament.
To see the video interview with MEP Liz Lynne, please click here.
To see the video interview with Wes Himes (HFE Secretariat), please click here.
For more information please visit our website: www.healthfirsteurope.org

